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PREFACE

The purpose of the symposia on Mesozoic Terrestrial Ecosystems is to pro-
mote the exchange of ideas about the evolution of life in terrestrial environments
during the 150 million years of the Mesozoic. The theme set for the symposia, is
a broad one, of interest to vertebrate and invertebrate paleontologists, anatomists,
paleobotanists, paleoecologists and geologists.

The First Symposium on Mesozoic Terrestrial Ecosystems (Ecosystémes Con-
tinentaux du Mésozoique, Premiére table ronde internationale) was held in Paris,
in September 1978. The papers presented at the Symposium were published in Mé-
moires de la Société Géologique de France, N.S. LIX, 1980.

The Second Symposium of this series, organized by the Institute of Paleobiology
and Museum of Earth of the Polish Academy of Sciences was held from 14—19
September 1981 at Jadwisin near Warsaw. It was attended by 47 scientists from the
following countries: Australia, Canada, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Federal Republic
of Germany, France, German Democratic Republic, Great Britain, People’s Re-
public of China, Poland, Romania and United States of America. Out of thirty
seven communications presented at the Symposium, twenty seven are published in
the present volume.

It has been foreseen that the Third Symposium will be organized in Tiibingen
in 1984.

We would like to thank Dr. P. Dodson (University of Pennsylvania, Philadel-
phia), Prof. W. A. Clemens (University of California, Berkeley) and Dr. Jadwiga
Karczewska (Institute of Paleobiology, Warsaw) for helping us in the editorial
work.
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