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PREFACE

The p urpose of the sy mposia on Mesozoic Terrestrial Ecosy s tems is t o pro­
m ot e the exchange of id eas a b ou t the evolu ti on of lif e in te rrestrial enviro n men ts
du ri ng th e 150 milli on years of the Mesozoic. The theme set f or the sy mposia, is
a b road one , of interest to ver teb rate a nd in ve r tebra te pal eon t ologists, anatom ists ,
paleo bo tanis ts , paleoecologis ts and geologis ts.

The Firs t S ymposium on Me sozoic T erre st ri al Ecosyste ms (Ecosyst ern es Con­
tinenta ux du Mesozoique, Premiere table ronde in te rnation a le) was held in Pa r is,
in September 1978. The papers p r esented at the Sympos iu m w ere published in Me ­
moires d e la S oci ete Geolog iq ue d e F rance, N.S. LIX, 1980.

The Secon d Symp osium of this se r ies , organized by th e In s ti tute of Paleob iolo gy
a n d Mu seu m of Earth of the Poli sh Aca d em y of Scien ces was held f r om 14-19
S eptember 1981 a t J adwisin n ea r Wa rsaw . It was attende d b y 47 scien ti s ts f rom the
following cou n t rie s : Austral ia , Ca nada, Czec ho slovakia, Denma rk , Fed eral Republic
of Germany, F rance, G erman Dem ocra ti c Repub lic , G rea t Britain, Pe ople's R e­
p ublic of China , P ol and, Ro ma n ia and United S tates of America. Out of thirty
seven com mu nica ti ons p resen ted at the Sym pos ium, twenty se ven . a re publish ed in
th e present v olume.

It h as been fores een that the T h ird Symposiu m w ill be organ ize d in 'I'iibingen
in 1984.

We w ould like to thank Dr. P . Dod son (Univers ity of Pennsylvania , Philadel­
phia) , P r of. W. A. Cl emens (Un iv ers ity of Ca lif ornia, Berkel ey) and Dr. Jadwiga
Karczewska (Insti tu te of P a leobi ology , Wa rsaw) for helping us in the editorial
w ork.
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