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Trilobites illustrated

Whittington, H. B. 1992. Trilobites. 145 pp . , 14 text-figs, 120 plates. D. Palmer & B.
Rickards (series eds) Fossils Illustrated, The Boydell Press, Woodbridge .

Trilob ites a re as a ttractive a s u bject of the invertebrate paleontology as a re dinosaurs among
fossil vertebrates . yet. differently than dinosaurs . they have n ever been favori tes of popu lar
lit erature . This book is thus ce r ta in ly need ed.

Although trilobites a re probably th e most ex tensive ly studied gro u p of exti nct marine
a n imals . there is still much to be known a bou t some a s pe cts of th eir biology . exos kele ton
com posit ion . fu nctional m eaning ofvarious elemen ts of the exoskelet al scu lpture - to mention
just a few still unresolved . or only partly resolved . questions.

Many of th es e question s . e .g.. concerning anatomy . ontogeny and relationships of
trilobites. h av e been answered in numerous papers by Harry Whittington. undoubtedly the
preeminent student of th ese ex tin ct a rth ro pods . Co nsequ en tly . a reader of this book gets a
first-h and knowledge of trilobites. and . a t the same time. the most up-to-date one. as some
results there reported (e .g. those concerning the possible anatomy of the Ordovician Placopa
ria. on p. 34) come from Whittington' s paper quoted a s 'in press '.

Following a brief prefa ce by S . J . Gou ld . and a n introducti on. there a re seven chapters
dealing with: ge neral charac te rs . terminology of exos ke leton. zool ogical na m es (I). limbs (II).
a natomy a nd activity (III). growth a nd moulting (IV) form and function of exos keleton (V),
preservation a nd occurrence (VI). di s tribution in time. evolu tion . a nd classifi cation (VII).
Chapters are illustrated by instructive line drawings . mo stly co m ing from th e au th or 's mo s t
recent works: each ch a p te r is provided wit h a lis t of references.

As im plied by the title of the series (Fossils Illustrated) . an em phas is is put in this book
on th e photographs. Th ey display magnificent. superbly (or unique ly) preserved trilobites . As
ex pla ined in the in troducti on (p, ix). the photographs '...show the hard parts of com plete or
in complete a d u lt individua ls . or these parts a t different s tages of growth . a nd some with soft
parts preserved . s uch as limbs'. a n d th ey com e mainly from the a u th or 's own papers.

However. limitation of the photos mainly to the species that hav e been elabora te d by the
a u th or is the greatest weakness of this book . Most species here illustrated (about eighty) a re
Ca m bria n or Ordovician ones. about fourteen are Silurian. while Devonian . Carboniferous
a nd Permian trilobites a lt oge ther are represented just by ten species! I t is true . that during
th e Cam brian a nd Ordovician times trilobites were mo st differentiated (nine hi gh -rank taxa
in Camb ria n . th irteen - in Ordovician. cornp. text-fig . 14) a n d very numerous; however. they
were sti ll an important component of some Devonian marine invertebrate fauna s (representing
eigh t high -rank taxa. fig. 14) a s we ll a s of the Carboniferous on es .

Nevertheles s . a lmos t anyone who reads this book will learn a gre a t deal a bou t the tril ob ites
a n d shou ld h ave a n enjoya ble time look ing through the plates . To a n interested laym a n. or
just to those wh o collec t fossils. the bo ok is a n exce llent sou rce of the most recent information
a bou t these excit ing animals.
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