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A new Middle Devonian heterocoral from Spain
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Most of the heterocorals described up to now from strata older than Famennian are of doubtful affinities.
Numerous specimens of the new genus and new species here described were collected during a
sedimentological study of the Santa Lucia Formation in La Pola de Gordon (Ledn province, Cantabrian
Mountains, NW Spain). Stellaphyllia luciensis gen. et sp. nov. is characterized by cylindrical coralla, with
a diameter of less than 2 mm and more than 2 cm long, having stellate to more or less rounded outer
profile. Four to six septa, less frequently seven, are cojoined axially by a short oblique septum. The few
tabulae present are steeply arched. The microstructure of the septa and interseptal elements shows thin
elongate microlamellae parallel to a median plate which is granular in appearance. The new genus dated
to the lower Eifelian age could be important in understanding the early phylogeny and origin of the order
Heterocorallia.

Key words: Heterocorallia,Eife lian,Ca ntabrian Zone,Spa in.

Esperanza Ferndndez—Martinez [dimefm @unileon.es], Departamento de

Ingenieria Minera, C/Jests Rubio, 2, Universidad de Ledn, 24071 Ledn,

Spain; Francis Tourneur [francis.tourneur @wanadoo.be], Pierres et Marbres de

Wallonie, A.S.B.L. 54, rue Joseph Potier, 4140 Sprimont, Belgium; Antonio

Lopez—Alcéntara [iesodiel @telefonica.net], I.LE.S. Odiel, C/ Géngora s/n, 21500 Huelva, Spain.

This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons
Attribution License (for details please see creativecommons.org), which permits unrestricted use,
distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original author and source are credited.

Bl text (1.778.9 KB)


mailto:dimefm@unileon.es
mailto:francis.tourneur@wanadoo.be
mailto:iesodiel@telefonica.net
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.app.pan.pl/archive/published/app48/app48-531.pdf
https://www.app.pan.pl/archive/published/app48/app48-531.pdf



http://www.tcpdf.org

