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Two anterior caudal vertebrae from apparently a single individual from the Callovian (Middle

Jurassic) marine deposits of the Podosinki Formation at Peski Quarry near Moscow, Russia,

are attributed by the phylogenetic analyses of two independent datasets to the sauropod clade

Diplodocoidea. Morphologically, these vertebrae differ from the anterior caudals of

Diplodocidae and Rebbachisauridae, but are similar to those of Dicraeosauridae. This finding

is in line with a recent discovery of the dicraeosaurid sauropod Lingwulong from the late Early–early

Middle Jurassic of China, and suggests earlier diversification of the main neosauropod lineages and

Asiatic origin for Dicraeosauridae. The Peski sauropod is the first Jurassic terrestrial vertebrate from the

Fennoscandian landmass. Diplodocoid sauropods likely dispersed to this land massive before the

Bathonian, when it was still connected with Asia.
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