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A new species of the equisetalean plant Equicalastrobus from the Middle
Triassic of Argentina
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We present a morphological-systematic study of new fossil specimens of equisetaleans
(horsetails) from the Cortaderita Formation, Sorocayense Group, Middle Triassic,

Cuyana Basin, southwest of the San Juan Province, Argentina. In this unit, nine

fossiliferous strata with plant remains have been recognized (EF4—-12). The fossils

studied come from EF4, located in the lower member of the formation, and correspond

to impressions-compressions. The fossils are assigned to the family Equisetaceae and the

genus Equicalastrobus, being the oldest record of the genus and the first record of this taxon for
Argentina and Gondwana. The samples are closed and open strobili composed of peltate
sporangio-phores, with glabrous hexagonal discs and with an umbo on its external face which projects,
acquiring a leaf shape. Some specimens are found in organic connection with leaf sheaths and axis
fragments, allowing the whole plant to be reconstructed.
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