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A fragment of pterosaur finger bone was found in the chalk in the uppermost Maastrichtian, Højerup

Member of the Møns Klint Formation strata of Holtug quarry at the UNESCO World Heritage site Stevns

Klint. This represents the first record of this group from the chalk of Denmark. The specimen is identified

a fragment of a left proximal phalanx 1 of digit IV by comparison with similar elements showing the

overall three-pronged expression of the posterior, ventral and olecranon processes. The dimensions of the

specimen shows that small-bodied pterosaurs with a wingspan of less than 50 cm persisted through to the

last 50 000–60 000 years of the Cretaceous. It overlaps in size with contemporaneous birds, rejecting

previous hypotheses that Late Cretaceous pterosaurs and birds avoided competition through size-based

niche partitioning.

Key words: Pterosauria, Denmark, Maastrichtian, Cretaceous, Stevns Klint.

Jesper Milàn [jesperm@oesm.dk; ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9556-3177], Sten

Lennart Jakobsen [stenlennart@ yahoo.dk; ORCID: https://orcid.org/0009-0004-3040-7810

], and Bent Erik Kramer Lindow [cetotherium@ hotmail.com;

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1864-4221], KALK/Museums of East Zealand, Rådhusvej 2, 4640

Faxe, Denmark.

This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons

Attribution License (for details please see creativecommons.org), which permits unrestricted use,

distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original author and source are credited.

 

Full text (752.1 kB) 

mailto:jesperm@oesm.dk
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9556-3177
mailto:stenlennart@ yahoo.dk
https://orcid.org/0009-0004-3040-7810
mailto:cetotherium@ hotmail.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1864-4221
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.app.pan.pl/archive/published/app70/app012522025.pdf
https://www.app.pan.pl/archive/published/app70/app012522025.pdf


 

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

http://www.tcpdf.org

