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A huge caseid pelycosaur from north-western Sardinia and its bearing on
European Permian stratigraphy and palaeobiogeography
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Skeletal remains, some loose on the surface and others still embedded, have been

recovered from the uppermost part of an outcrop of the Permian Cala del Vino Formation

located near Torre del Porticciolo (Alghero, Nurra, NW Sardinia). Taphonomic analysis

suggests that all the elements pertain to a single individual; ongoing studies indicate the

fossil represents a large caseid close (or referable) to Cotylorhynchus; otherwise restricted to a narrow
geographic and stratigraphic zone of the central USA. The new finding, the first of a caseid in Italy and
one of few in Europe, enlarges the known distribution of the family and provides a significant and key
chronostratigraphic constraint for the continental succession of this area and, in turn, helps establish a
stratigraphic framework for the Permian units cropping out in Italy and southern France.

Key words: Synapsida, Pelycosauria, Caseidae, taphonomy, stratigraphy, Permian, Italy.

Ausonio Ronchi [ausonio.ronchi @dst.unipv.it], Dipartimento di Scienze della

Terra, Universita di Pavia, v. Ferrata 1, 27100 Pavia, Italy; Eva Sacchi [eva.sacchi@uniromal.it

], Marco Romano [marco.romano @uniromal.it], and Umberto Nicosia [umberto.nicosia@uniromal .it],
Dipartimento di Scienze della Terra, “Sapienza” Universita di Roma, P.le A. Moro 5, 00185 Roma, Italy.

This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons
Attribution License (for details please see creativecommons.org), which permits unrestricted use,
distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original author and source are credited.

B E ) text (1.243.3 KB)


mailto:ausonio.ronchi@dst.unipv.it
mailto:eva.sacchi@uniroma1.it
mailto:marco.romano@uniroma1.it
mailto:umberto.nicosia@uniroma1.it
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.app.pan.pl/archive/published/app56/app20100087.pdf
https://www.app.pan.pl/archive/published/app56/app20100087.pdf



http://www.tcpdf.org

