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Healed bite marks on a Cretaceous ichthyosaur
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Reports of pathological ichthyosaur fossils are very rare. The identification of a

series of healed cuts and an associated gouge on the lower jaw of an adult (ca. 5

metres body length) Platypterygius specimen from the Lower Cretaceous of Australia is therefore
significant, because it constitutes direct evidence of bite force trauma sustained during the life of the
animal. Based on the close spacing and non-lethal facial positioning of the wounds, they were probably
not inflicted by a predator. Alternative explanations might include an accidental aggressive encounter
with another large vertebrate, or perhaps an intraspecific interaction such as during courtship or combat
over food, mates, or territory.
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