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The first discoveries of European pit vipers (Crotalinae gen. et sp. indet. A and B) are

reported from the Ukrainian Miocene (MN 9a) locality of Gritsev. Based on perfectly

preserved maxillaries, two species closely related to pit vipers of the 'Agkistrodon' complex

are represented at the site. It is suggested that the European fossil representatives of the 'Agkistrodon'

complex are Asiatic immigrants. Pit vipers probably never expanded into the broader areas of Europe

during their geological history.

Key words: Snakes, Crotalinae, migrations, Miocene, Ukraine.

Martin Ivanov [paleont@mzm.anet.cz], Department of Geology & Palaeontology, Moravian Museum,

Zelný trh 6, 659 37 Brno, Czech Republic.

This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons

Attribution License (for details please see creativecommons.org), which permits unrestricted use,

distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original author and source are credited.

 

Full text (253.1 kB) 

 

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

mailto:paleont@mzm.anet.cz
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.app.pan.pl/archive/published/app44/app44-327.pdf
https://www.app.pan.pl/archive/published/app44/app44-327.pdf
http://www.tcpdf.org

